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SUBJECT: ATHOS COUNCIL VOTES TO SUPPORT PATRIARCHAL ORDER 
REF: THESS 152 AND 155 

1. THESSALONIKI PAPERS OF APRIL 2 REPORT DECISION PREVIOUS 
DAY BY HOLY COUNCIL OF ATHOS COMMUNITY SUPPORTING 
PATRIARCHAL ORDER FOR REMOVAL OF CERTAIN ABBOTS AND MONKS 
(REFS). REPS OF 19 MONASTERIES CONDEMNED "APOSTACY" OF 
ESFIGMENOU MONASTERY AS "BREACH OF BROTHERHOOD OF MT. 
ATHOS". 

2. ACCORDING TO SPEC. CORRESPONDENT YANGIOSIS OF 
"ELLINIKOS VORRAS", ESFIGMENOU NOW CLOSED TO VISITORS. 
"BLOCKADED" ON ORDERS OF CIVILIAN GOVERNOR KREKOUKIAS. 

AND UNDER SURVEILLANCE BY GENDARMERIE AND HARBOR 
AUTHORITIES. AT XENOPHON. ABBOT EVTHOKIMOS STILL 
RESISTING DISMISSAL, BUT APPARENTLY UNDERMINED BY 
MONASTERY'S ACCEPTANCE OF PATRIARCHAL ORDER IN HOLY 
COUNCIL. 

3. COMMENT: DECISION OF ATHOS COUNCIL TO UPHOLD 
PATRIARCH'S ORDER APPEARS TO RESOLVE BASIC ISSUE; HOWEVER, 
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BASIC ISSUE AT LATTER MONASTERY IS DOCTRINAL DIFFERENCE 
OVER ORTHODOX CALENDAR. MAJORITY OF APPROX. 40 ESFIGMENOU 
MONKS REFUSE TO ACCEPT 1923 MODIFICATION OF CALENDAR. THUS 
IMPLICITLY CHALLENGING AUTHORITY OF PATRIARCH. LOCAL 
ORTHODOX PRIESTS HAVE COMMENTED TO CONGEN THAT ATHOS COUNCIL 
HAD NO ALTERNATIVE TO ACCEPTING PATRIARCH'S ORDER, 

WHICH PROBABLY CLEARED IN ADVANCE WITH MAJOR MONASTERIES. 

BRENNAN 
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